DAY 21 0F THE JOURNEY: KNOWING GOD
SPIRITUAL INSIGHT

Here we are! Can you believe it? We are on the last day of a journey that has gotten all of our attention. I heard many people say that God is breaking into the inner sanctums of their hearts. These are places that have been sealed from the presence of God for a longtime. This is a good thing because I know from personal experience that because He broke in He was able to reveal to us all the ugliness that we have harbored under the guise of Christianity. We too have been like the Israelites that refused to listen and obey His Voice. The funny thing is that we sit around and whine and complain about how the Lord is not moving in our lives.

I have discovered through this consecration that the only way the Lord does not move in our lives is because of our direct refusal to let Him do His perfect work concerning the work of our hearts. Seriously, there is nothing new under the sun. Look closely at this passage describing the children of Israel in Jer 18:1-12 NLT …The Lord gave another message to Jeremiah. He said, 2 "Go down to the potter's shop, and I will speak to you there." 3 So I did as he told me and found the potter working at his wheel. 4 But the jar he was making did not turn out as he had hoped, so he crushed it into a lump of clay again and started over. 5 Then the Lord gave me this message: 6 "O Israel, can I not do to you as this potter has done to his clay? As the clay is in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand. 7 If I announce that a certain nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down, and destroyed, 8 but then that nation renounces its evil ways, I will not destroy it as I had planned. 9 And if I announce that I will plant and build up a certain nation or kingdom, 10 but then that nation turns to evil and refuses to obey me, I will not bless it as I said I would. 11 "Therefore, Jeremiah, go and warn all Judah and Jerusalem. Say to them, 'This is what the Lord says: I am planning disaster for you instead of good. So turn from your evil ways, each of you, and do what is right.'" 12 But the people replied, "Don't waste your breath. We will continue to live as we want to, stubbornly following our own evil desires."
Wow, what a bold response. We would probably say, “I would never talk to God like that”. However, in our own way we all have rebelled against God in some way. Either in service to the ministry and community, witnessing, tithes, offering, praise and worship, vows made, promises broken, little to no prayer life, bible study or personal devotion, sexual misconduct, pornography, nasty mouths, poverty mindsets, bad attitudes and failure to walk in obedience to directives given from your leader or God. This is just a short list. The clincher is that God has used the last twenty one days to draw attention to our ways. Hence, the scripture in Isa 55:8-9 NKJV…8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the Lord. 9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 
Some of us hide under the guise of being what is called passive rebellion. This is an individual walking in a demonic spirit who is not so brazen to go off on God or their leader they just politely don’t do what they were asked. Any way you slice it this is still rebellion and error in the sight of God. Thus, the question still begs itself are we willing to change our mode of operation or m.o.? You see God has called us together to request permission to begin the work on us, which for most of us will take more than twenty-one days. The question is simple, are we willing to get on the Potter’s Wheel? Moreover, will we stay there until the work is complete? We are blessed to be invited to the wheel. Most of the body did not and will not participate in the consecration. They don’t even recognize that God is cleaning house and preparing vessels for use in the Kingdom.
I believe by now we all get the point. The consecration has not come to an end it is just beginning. The act of consecrating our minds, hearts, and souls to the Lord is not a special thing; but something we should all pursue daily as a royal priesthood. All of us need to be consecrated to serve Him less we gravitate to an Uzzah spirit. He works best through consecrated vessels. This text actually goes to verse 26; but here is an appetizer to whet your whistle from 2 Tim 2:20-23 NKJV…20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. 21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work. 22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 
JOURNALING

Based on the writing above, read these scriptures found in 1 Peter 4:17-19 NKJV…17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 Now "If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?" 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. Now write a response to God based on what He has revealed to you in the last twenty-one days.
SCRIPTURE LESSON

Phil 3:7-11 NLT
7 I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done. 8 Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ 9 and become one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ. For God's way of making us right with himself depends on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death, 11 so that one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead!
This passage represents one of the most powerful passages in the entire holy writ. It mirrors the words of Jesus Christ when He was in the Garden of Gethsemane and exclaimed before God and the world, “not My will but Thine will be done.” Jesus is one of a few people who actually knew and knows God. His decree lets us know that God will go to any length to save His people even the death of His son. What a wonderful God that would sacrifice His only begotten son for us and yet we in return want to sacrifice little to nil for Him. What is wrong with us? We see from the Bible that whatever He allows to be destroyed on His behalf He also restores. In other words, Paul understood that whatever He gave up for Christ would pale in response to what God would give back to Him. He let go of all of his friends, his familiar culture, and reputation amongst the Jewish leaders of that day. Moreover, he walked away from his status and stature in the community and world as he knew it and counted it all garbage.
Here is a free nugget, if we really want to know God we are going to have to empty out or free ourselves of the entanglements of the world. Then we have to fill up with the knowledge of Christ. What follows will be a series of maze like experiences that will cause us to experience truth in ways we have not seen and the result of this will be understanding. After securing understanding, we will take a series of lifelong tests that will give us wisdom. However, none of this happens if we don’t understand that we need to give God increased respect and honor. We need to humble ourselves and fear Him. Solomon breaks it down like this in the Book of Prov 1:7 NKJV….7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
We will never truly know God if we do not humble ourselves. He is King. He does not change His agenda. We change ours!!! Remember that God is able to repair us no matter how broken we appear to be. Yes, we will experience the death of our flesh. This is a good thing. Yes, we have to suffer with Him. This is what makes us heirs to the throne. However, we will experience the power of His resurrection after we have endured trials that allow us to know God personally. Now this testimony belongs to you! In closing, I love Peter’s story because he was a complete wash. He went to sleep in the garden, cut off the solder’s ear, cussed in the courtyard, denied Jesus and yet using the knowledge and power of Christ and the power of repentance, he did not abort his mission or commit spiritual suicide. Instead, God resurrected him in newness of life in Acts 2:11 and spoke the heart of the Father. He lived and did not die but declared the works of our God!
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